
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Live Fire Training Facility 
Cortlandville Fire District 

March 2018 



March 21, 2018 

 

Capital Project 2018- Class A Live Fire Training Facility estimated cost $700,000.00 

 

General Information 

Project Name:   Live Fire Training Tower / Educational Facility 

Project Location:  999 State Route 13, Cortland, NY 13045 

Organization:   Cortlandville Fire District 

              999 State Route 13, Cortland, NY 13045 

Contact:   Kevin Whitney, Chairman, Board of Fire Commissioners 

   Email: whitney178@hotmail.com Ph: (607) 423-2073 

Tax ID #:  16-1170803 

 

Project Description 

Mission: The Cortlandville Fire District will construct a NFPA compliant, multi-use, Class A 
combustibles live fire, multi discipline training facility.  

Overview 

In 2000 a collaborative effort was initiated to create and establish the Cortland County Regional 
Training Center (RTC) in an auxiliary building on the grounds of the Cortlandville Fire District’s 
property. The key players involved in the creation and operation of this facility are the; 
Cortlandville Fire Department Inc., Cortlandville Fire District, Cortland County, Cortland County 
Fire Chief’s Association, Cortland County Fire Advisory Board, FEMA  and the remaining eleven fire 
departments of Cortland County. The RTC officially opened and was dedicated in October of 2008. 

The governing body of the RTC is comprised of the; Cortlandville Fire Department Treasurer, 
Chairman of the Cortlandville Fire District, the office of the Director of Emergency Management and 
Communications for Cortland County and the NYS Fire Instructors assigned to Cortland County. 
This management team is responsible for the day to day operations, upkeep and fulfillment of the 
goals established to train emergency service providers throughout the greater Cortland County 
Region. 

Entry level firefighters receive their certifications to become interior certified firefighters by 
successfully completing multiple curriculums provided by the Office of Fire Prevention and 
Control’s (OFPC) certified team of State Fire Instructors. One of the mission critical lessons in the 
curriculum are the live fire evolutions. Currently the students, instructors, apparatus along with all 
live fire equipment and consumables are transported to the City of Ithaca’s live fire training facility. 

mailto:whitney178@hotmail.com


This facility was condemned earlier this year and after multiple repairs has been given a lifespan of 
less than five years. 

Due to the pending loss of availability and use of the Ithaca burn facility the Cortlandville Fire 
District has committed to soliciting funding and grant opportunities to construct a state of the art, 
NFPA compliant Class A combustible, live fire training facility on the property of the RTC. This 
40’X36’X28’ masonry facility will be erected to resemble a 2 and one half (2 ½) story residential 
home with an attached garage. The building will incorporate four live fire burn rooms along with a 
series of non-burn rooms and hallways that will mirror the inside of a single family residence.  
Temperature monitoring equipment, interior heat resistant lighting and props to simulate a down 
or trapped firefighter are additional attributes of the structure. Erected on one end will be a four 
story 26’X12’X44’ tower that will be utilized to simulate multi-story commercial and residential 
properties in which aerial truck operations and technical rescue simulations may be conducted. 

Frequency of Use  

The Cortland County Regional Training Facility currently offers their Interior Firefighter program 
twice annually. During the program the students are required to conduct live fire training in two (2) 
four (4) hour training units. Typically these two training units are combined and held on the same 
day to assist in the logistics required to successfully accomplish the training goals. 

Additional live fire training sessions will be scheduled to accomplish Public Employees Safety and 
Health (PESH) statues for required annual refresher training for interior firefighters. These 
sessions would be scheduled and facilitated by the New York State Fire Instructors assigned to 
Cortland County by OFPC. In total the facility would be utilized for live fire evolutions twelve (12) 
days annually. 

The uniqueness of the facility will allow the in-county programs and any additional department’s 
training sessions to use the building without live fire conditions. These “dress rehearsal” type 
training evolutions will provide the necessary obstacles and challenges for the firefighters without 
the exposure to live fire conditions and their hazards. 

The facilities normal operation times will generally be after 1700 hr to 2100 hr due to the nature of 
our volunteer firefighter’s work schedules. The RTC will conduct a live fire session during the 
daytime once annually. This is due to the established Daytime Firefighter Boot Camp which is held 
Monday thru Friday for three (3) weeks each summer. 

Scope of Use 

Live fire training evolutions are closely regulated by PESH and OFPC. They all must be conducted in 
accordance with NFPA 1403 “Standard on Live Fire Evolutions”.  NFPA 1403 key requirements: 

All instructors to hold Live Fire Training certification 

Types of Class A combustibles that may be burned to be only be dry straw and wooden pallets 
furthermore strictly prohibiting the use of flammable liquids of any type. 



Regulates the total weight of materials to be burned per fire to no more than 150 pounds which is 
typically (3) wooden pallets and (2) bales of dry straw. 

Regulates the number of fires in a designated burn room per hour to not exceed two 

Regulates that the total burn time of each fire from ignition to extinguishment not exceed ten (10) 
minutes 

Regulates the instructor to student ratio for interior operations not exceed 1:4 

Funding Sources 

The Cortlandville Fire District has secured funds from the State Facilities Program through the 
Assemblywoman Lifton in the amount of $200,000. Along with funds from Senator Seward in the 
amount of $300,00 

The Cortlandville Fire District will budget to contribute $110,000. 

 

 

  



What is a live fire training facility? 

 

 

 

 

 Concrete / Cinder block 

construction 

 Training structure that 

allows for live fire 

evolutions.  

 Search and Rescue  

 Ladder Drills 

 Rappelling 
 



Why the need? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ithaca Fire Tower currently 

has a use expectancy of no more 

than 5 years.  

 

Nearby towers are not suitable: 

 Travel distance 

 NFPA 1403 Requirements 

□ Staffing & Apparatus 

Needs 

 Fees for Use 

 Facility Construction not 

practical 

 

 

 

NFPA 1402 

“Ever changing technologies in fire suppression and fire prevention 

require that today’s fire fighters be knowledgeable and well trained. 

A proper environment for obtaining the knowledge and training is 

equally as important. This fire service training structure provides 

the facilities required for training and enhances the community’s 

well-being through better fire protection and prevention.” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps 

 Estimated cost is $700,000 

 Location  

□ Behind the current training center 

 Are there funding opportunities 

 If so, when would funding be allocated 

Cortland County Firefighter 

Training Series 

 The only opportunity for live 

fire training 

 New firefighters from across 

the state  

 200 Graduates since Spring 

2008 

 57,999 hours of training  

1st Graduating Class – Spring 2008 



Cortland County Regional Training Center  
Annual Use Report 

YEAR RTC BUILDING USE RTC ATTENDEES 

2008 72 549 

2009 122 2,538 

2010 136 3,335 

2011 169 3,193 

2012 161 3,582 

2013 211 4,153 

2014 245 5,901 

2015 178 4,196 

2016 193 4,447 

2017 205 5,450 

TOTAL 1,692 37,344 

YEAR NYS FIRE TRAINING COURSES NYS STUDENT COMPLETIONS PERSONNEL HOURS

2008 21 376

2009 13 302

2010 17 410 3,335

2011 21 382 3,193

2012 21 377 6,507

2013 24 395 8,234

2014 28 470 10,330

2015 20 263 5,850

2016 24 456 8,895

2017 31 718 11,655

TOTAL 220 4149 57,999
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