
DG New York CS, LLC 

A NextEra Energy Resources, LLC company 
 
700 Universe Boulevard, Juno Beach, FL 33408 
 

October 22, 2019 
 
Attn: Bruce Weber, Planning and Zoning Officer 
Town of Cortlandville 
3577 Terrace Road 
Cortland, NY 13045 
 
 
Re:  Site Plan Approval Application for a Ground-mounted Large-scale Solar Energy System on 
Parcel ID #Crtv-87.00-01-08.100 

 
Dear Mr. Weber, 
 
Attached please find a site plan application from DG New York CS, LLC in order to facilitate of up to 5 
megawatts alternating current (5 MW AC) of solar power in the Town of Cortlandville, New York.   
 
Please find the following attachments included with our application:   
 

1. General Municipal Law – Zoning Referral Form 
2. Conditional Use Application 
3. Aquifer Permit Application 
4. Description of Proposed Use 
5. Full Environmental Assessment Form 
6. ALTA drawing 
7. Preliminary Site Plans 
8. Decommissioning Plan 

 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Janet Ward 
Project Manager 
DG New York CS, LLC 
  



DG New York CS, LLC 

A NextEra Energy Resources, LLC company 
 
700 Universe Boulevard, Juno Beach, FL 33408 
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Attachment 2 – Conditional Use Application 
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Cortlandville III DG Solar and Energy Storage Project Description – Parcel Identification Number 
(PIN): Crtv-87.00-01-08.100 
 
Introduction 
 
DG New York CS, LLC (Applicant) is petitioning the Town of Cortlandville for a Conditional 
Permit/Site Plan approval to allow for the development of the Cortlandville III DG Solar and Energy 
Storage Project (Project), a proposed 5-megawatt (MW) alternating current (AC) solar photovoltaic (PV) 
project located within the municipal jurisdiction of the Town of Cortlandville, Cortland County, New 
York.   
 
The proposed Project will be located on a parcel containing approximately 163.8 acres.  The Project will 
be located near the intersection of Carr Hill Road and Greenwood Road. The geographic coordinates of 
the center of the site are approximately 42.602500°/-76.135887°.  
 
The owner and operator of the facility will be the Applicant, which is a limited liability company (LLC).  
The contact information for the Applicant is as follows:  
 
DG New York CS, LLC  
700 Universe Blvd. A1A/JB 
Juno Beach, FL, 33408 
 
The Project Manager for this application submittal is Janet Ward (914-256-7644).  
 
The narrative provided herein is intended to supplement the Conditional Use and Aquifer Applications 
(Attachments 1 and 2 of the overall submittal to the Town of Cortlandville; hereafter “Application”).   
 
Information provided in this narrative includes discussions of the following topics:  
 

• Project Purpose 
• Project Overview 
• Existing Conditions  
• Project Components 
• Town of Cortlandville Conditional Permit Conditions  
• Town of Cortlandville Aquifer Protection District Special Permit Conditions 
• Development of the Project  

 
Preliminary design information is provided as Attachments 6 (ALTA Plan) and 7 (Preliminary Site Plans) 
of the overall Application.  
 
Project Purpose 
 
The purpose of the Project is to create clean, renewable energy for the citizens of New York and to assist 
in diversifying the state’s energy generation portfolio by using the sun’s natural output to meet the energy 



demands of hundreds of homes.1 In addition to providing clean and renewable energy, the proposed 
Project will fulfill the need to supplement the community’s energy supply, increase their resilience, and 
stabilize their energy supply. The proposed Project will contribute to the state’s renewable energy goals in 
its efforts to lessen energy production’s impact on the environment and to take incremental steps to 
respond to climate change.  
 
DG New York CS, LLC, will own and operate the proposed Project, as well as manage a group of 
customers who voluntarily ‘subscribe’ to the output from the system. As a benefit to participating in the 
community solar program, subscribers will receive bill credits proportional to the size of their 
subscription on their electric utility bills.   
 
Project Overview 
 
Solar energy is a renewable source of clean energy that is not detrimental or endangering to public health. 
The Project represents a 5-MW solar energy project that can potentially provide clean and renewable 
electricity for hundreds of homes in the community.   
 
The Project is designed to encompass approximately 36.6 acres of the roughly 163.8 -acre parcel. It will 
be located west of Carr Hill Road, southeast of Riley Road, and northwest of Greenwood Road.    
 
The proposed Project will consist of ground-mounted PV arrays that will be mounted on a single axis 
tracking system, which is designed to track the sun’s movement, as the PV panels are designed to rotate 
and track. This type of PV array is designed to allow for a higher solar energy capture efficiency than a 
static system. At their maximum height, the solar array, including trackers and inverters, will be 
approximately 10 to 12 feet above ground, and the battery storage equipment (if used) will be 12 feet 
above ground, a height unimposing to local residents.   
 
An approximately seven-foot perimeter fence will be installed around the footprint of the proposed 
Project. The fence will include manual swing gates and an access driveway (with an aggregate base). The 
site will be accessed from Carr Hill Road. 
 
The Applicant will be responsible for maintaining the proposed Project; however, it will operate quietly 
and without the need of daily oversight. Signage at the site will include the names and phone numbers of 
the electric utility provider and the site operator (i.e., a 24-hour emergency contact). The facility’s 911 
address and coordinates will be noted.  
 
Existing Conditions 
 
The proposed Project is located on previously undeveloped agricultural land within the Town of 
Cortlandville. The proposed Project site is located on a parcel recorded as agricultural in its tax records 
and is zoned as part of the agricultural district.    
 

                                                      
1 Based on average monthly consumption of 603 kilowatt hour/month per residence in New York. 
https://www.electricitylocal.com/states/new-york/.  

https://www.electricitylocal.com/states/new-york/


The area surrounding the Project site consists of all agriculturally zoned parcels. However, beyond 
Interstate 81, parcels are zoned as industrial (I-2) and business (B-3).  
 
Project Components 
 
The equipment manufacturer and the type of model of solar collectors will be determined at a later date; 
however, the proposed Project will be designed and engineered by a New York licensed professional 
engineer that will certify that the proposed Project meets, or exceeds, the manufacturer’s construction and 
installation standards. The proposed Project will be built to product and industry safety standards, and the 
threat from fire or electrical hazard with this type of project is extremely low.   
 
While the specific equipment manufacturers have yet to be determined, the proposed Project will include 
the placement of PV panels and the construction of a fence, access road, sun tracking components, direct 
current (DC)/AC power inverters, medium-voltage transformers, control and distribution cabinets, a 
medium-voltage collection system, Project switch-gear, an interconnection to the existing electrical 
distribution system, and potentially a battery energy storage system.   
 
If requested, the Applicant will provide the Town of Cortlandville with copies of the manufacturers’ 
specifications and recommended installation methods for the PV panels, mounting systems, and 
foundation supports prior to construction.   
 
PV Panels 
The PV panels will be secured on a tracking system (to rotate and track the sun’s movement) and will be 
supported by metal piers driven, or screwed, into the ground to a depth of approximately six to eight feet, 
unless soil conditions require deeper posts or the use of a ballasted system. Prior to construction, a 
geotechnical study will be conducted to determine the depth and mount type necessary for construction. 
At their maximum height, the solar array, including trackers and inverters, will be 10 to 12 feet above 
ground. 
 
To support the PV panels, the proposed Project will utilize a single-axis tracking system, which is 
designed to optimize power production by allowing the PV panels to track the sun. Single-axis tracking 
systems vary by manufacturers, but generally consist of a series of mechanically linked horizontal steel 
support beams, known as torque tubes, with a drivetrain system that is usually located in the center of the 
rows, dividing the array into two sides. The number of rows within a tracker block can vary, but it is 
typically limited by the system’s ability to move the torque tube assemblies and the desired solar output 
amount.    
 
Additional Equipment 
The proposed Project layout assumes two concrete equipment pads will be constructed for the 5-MW 
array. An equipment pad consists of one or more DC/AC inverters, a medium voltage transformer (MVT), 
a control cabinet(s), and the battery energy storage system (additional information included herein). These 
components are often mounted on a concrete slab, with or without an enclosure. At this time, the number 
of equipment pads necessary for the Project has yet be determined, as this is conditional on the final 
design layout. This information will be provided to the Town of Cortlandville via the final engineering 
design drawings.   



 
When in operation, the voltage of the converted AC current is increased through the MVTs prior to 
transmission to the grid. The DC power will be routed through three MVTs to convert it to AC power.   
The proposed Project will include a DC collection system, which will collect electricity from the PV 
panels and transmit it to the inverters. Panels will be grouped into a series of circuits (strings), and the 
strings will subsequently be wired in parallel through electrical harnesses that travel through the cable 
trays to DC termination blocks located within the respective inverters. The inverters will convert the DC 
power, created by the solar modules and delivered by the electrical harnesses, into AC power. This AC 
output power will then be combined at the proposed Project’s main aggregating solar switchboard and 
will feed into the grid across the point of common coupling with the utility. The total number of inverters 
will vary with the final tracker design and the proposed Project’s final system size. The design includes 
considerations for the potential inclusion of battery energy storage and associated equipment, which could 
be used to store energy produced during the day to be delivered to the grid in the evening.   
 
The electricity collection network will consist of underground collection cables, which are used to 
conduct the electricity to the proposed Project’s protective switch-gear and metering equipment. These 
cables will be buried approximately 36 to 48 inches below ground.  
 
The proposed Project will include a connection to an existing overhead 34.5 kV overhead electrical line. 
This line will be used to transmit the electricity produced at the Project to the grid. All components, 
including the overhead electrical line connection point, will be located inside of the proposed Project’s 
perimeter fencing.   
 
Possible Battery Storage Equipment 
The use of battery storage equipment is also potentially proposed as additional equipment for the 
proposed Project. At this time, the specific battery storage equipment has not been selected; however, this 
section discusses information regarding battery storage equipment that the Applicant has installed at 
other, similarly sized, projects. The equipment discussed in this section is intended to provide the Town 
of Cortlandville with general equipment specs and details of a potential battery storage system should one 
be used.      
 
The possible battery storage equipment could include the following: 
 

• A battery storage enclosure; typical dimensions may be 30’(long) x 12(wide) x 12’(high), with an 
inverter and transformer pad of an approximate size of 10’X 25’. 

• Battery technology: Lithium Nickel Manganese Cobalt Oxide (NMC). 
• The system would have its own fire suppression system: FM 200/Novac. 
• A lightning protector can be included. 
• Safety and environmental protection can include the following: 

• Ground fault detection system in the inverter, fuses, breakers, temperature and humidity 
monitor, fire suppression, and explosion control pressure vent.  

 
One of the possible use cases for the battery storage equipment is to maximize the energy production 
from the solar facility. The batteries would be charged with energy produced by the system at times when 
the system is producing more energy than the inverters can transmit to the distribution system. This stored 
energy would be discharged to the distribution system when the solar facility is not producing (i.e. at 



night). The use of a battery storage system would increase the energy sent to the distribution system that 
would otherwise be lost, thereby retaining energy captured by the PV panels and maximizing system 
production.  
 

Town of Cortlandville Conditional Permit Conditions  
 
The DG New York CS, LLC submittal to the Town of Cortlandville accounted for the requirements of a 
conditional permit in the development of the preliminary sites plans. The requirements are noted in the 
Zoning Ordinance at § 178-75. Structure/use requirements for permit approval. 
 
The Applicant has addressed each of these requirements as follows:  
 

(1) Is appropriate for the particular lot and area and will not conflict with allowed uses. 
 
The Applicant has considered the proposed Project’s location, arrangement, size, design, and general site 
compatibility in order to be amenable to existing patterns of development, current land uses, and long-
term development objectives of the Town of Cortlandville. 
 

(2) Is in compliance with all other applicable sections of this chapter. 
 

The Applicant has considered the applicable sections of the conditional permit conditions and has adhered 
to appropriate design requirements as part of the development of the preliminary site plans (Application 
Attachment 7 – Preliminary Site Plans).  
 

(3) Is physically and visually compatible with general neighborhood or planned neighborhood 
development. 

 
The Project is physically compatible with the general neighborhood. At their maximum height, the solar 
array, including trackers and inverters, will be approximately 10 to 12 feet above ground, and the battery 
storage equipment (if used) will be 12 feet above ground, which is less than the height of an average one-
story style home.  
 
In addition, the Project is visually compatible with the general neighborhood. While the Project is not 
currently planning on additional landscaping or screening the Project from the neighboring parcels, 
existing vegetation will be kept to the extent possible (i.e., minimal tree clearing will be needed).  
 
However, if through review of the preliminary plans, the Town notes that these measures are necessary to 
mitigate potential visual and aesthetic impacts, the Applicant will prepare appropriate plans to mitigate 
visual and aesthetic impacts of the Project to address these concerns as necessary.  
 

(4) Provides a suitable transition when located between differing uses or districts where none is 
provided or provides a visual buffer by landscaped green areas or fencing. 
 

As noted in consideration of Condition #3, the existing vegetation will be kept to the extent possible. 
Fencing also will be used to accommodate safety needs, as well as providing a visual transition to 
surrounding properties.  



 
(5) Has adequate space and plans for off-street parking. 

 
If parking is needed during construction, vehicles will park within the fence (see Conditional Permit 
requirement #7 response). As the facility is not open to the public, once in operation, parking areas are not 
included within the preliminary plans. 
 

(6) Has future expansion or revision capabilities without need for variances. 
 
The Applicant does not anticipate the need for future expansion of the solar and energy storage facility.  

 
(7) Provides for safe handling of vehicular traffic to and from the site without causing congestion. 

No new vehicular entrances shall be permitted within 50 feet of an existing intersection. 
 

The Project will be designed to consider the safe and efficient movement of vehicles within the site and 
the surrounding areas. The area in which the Project will be located may see a slight increase in a traffic 
activity at the Project site during construction; however, once commercial operation is achieved, traffic 
will be negligible, consisting of the occasional maintenance vehicle during servicing and maintenance of 
the facility as needed. The solar facility’s proposed access road will be along the west side of Carr Hill 
Road at a distance of over 50 feet from an existing intersection (Application Attachment 7 – Preliminary 
Site Plans).  
 
During operation of the facility, maintenance vehicles visiting the facility will park within the fence and 
will not obstruct traffic along the road. 
 

(8) Provides for safe passage of pedestrians. 
 
The facility will not be open to the public; therefore, the design accounts for the appropriate pedestrian 
traffic access for facility personnel. As shown in Attachment 7 of the Application, for instance, 
emergency gates are present for the use of the facility personnel. 
 

(9) Enhances neighboring property and does not lead to depreciation of properties (by reason of 
noise, traffic, dust, fumes, smoke, odor, fire, glare, flashing lights or sewage disposal). 

 
The Project will not lead to the depreciation of properties due to the following:  
 

• Noise - While noise may occur during construction, this will be limited in duration and be 
localized to the area of activity. Once constructed, the Project will operate quietly and 
will neither produce noise in exceedance of the base ambient noise of the area, nor will it 
impair the supply of available daylight or affect air quality. The proposed Project also 
will not include an operations and maintenance facility or sanitary service building, 
which would have the potential to generate additional noise. 
 

• Traffic - Traffic concerns are addressed as part of Conditional Permit requirements #7 
and #8.  

 



• Dust - Dust produced at the site is expected to be minimal, as the majority of vehicle 
activity will be kept to the paved roads surrounding the site.  
 

• Smoke, odors, and fumes - The Project will be built to product and industry safety 
standards. As such, the threat from fire or electrical hazard with this type of project is 
extremely low. Appropriate measures will be taken on site to address the safety 
requirements of the solar facility. No public expense will be anticipated for fire, police, or 
additional safety protections for the Project. The operation of the Project will not create 
smoke, odors, or fumes.  
 

• Glare - The Project is unlikely to provide glare that is noticeable from surrounding 
parcels or the roadways.   
 

• Flashing lights - The Project will include no exterior lighting. If lighting is needed, upon 
finalization of these details, the Applicant will prepare a lighting plan and provide it to 
the Town for review.  

 
• Sewage Disposal - The Project will not generate sewage; and thereby, no need is present 

for disposal.  
 
The Applicant has further considered the following:  
 

(1) Is consistent with the general intent of the Town of Cortlandville’s Land Use and Aquifer 
Protection Plan. 

 
The Project is located outside of the area identified as part of the Town Aquifer. However, the Applicant 
has considered the requirements of the Aquifer Protection District Special Permit Conditions in its 
preliminary designs.  
 

(2) Is in conformity with all applicable requirements of this chapter and all Town ordinances. 
 
The Applicant has reviewed the Town Zoning ordinance, with particular attention to the Conditional Permit 
and Aquifer Protection District Special Permit Conditions, and has adhered to appropriate design 
requirements as part of the development of the preliminary site plans (Application Attachment 7 – 
Preliminary Site Plans).  
 

(3) Will not pose a significant threat to the quality and/or quantity of Cortlandville's sole source 
aquifer or its delineated wellhead protection zones. 

 
The Applicant has considered the presence of the sole source aquifer and its delineated wellhead 
protection zones. In addition, the design of the Project accounts for the soil capabilities and provides for 
appropriate drainage and stormwater management. Where required, earthwork will include site grading to 
create finished grade slopes suitable for racking installation and storm water management improvements. 
All earthwork activities will conform with county standards, will be designed with a detailed stormwater 
pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) to avoid increased surface runoff, and will not increase the potential 
for flood damages to adjacent properties or the nearby surface waters or wetlands. The SWPPP will be 



designed to adhere to National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System guidelines and will contain best 
management practices, designed to reduce and limit the rate of stormwater runoff and mitigate erosion. 
 

(4) Is in the best interests of the Town, the community, and the public welfare, and shall not be a 
detriment to the properties in the immediate vicinity. 

 
Solar energy is a renewable source of clean energy that is not detrimental or endangering to the Town, the 
community, and the public welfare. The Project represents a 5-MW solar energy project that can 
potentially provide clean and renewable electricity for hundreds of homes in the community.  
 

(5) Is suitable for the property in question and designed to be constructed, operated, and 
maintained so as to be in harmony with and appropriate in appearance with the existing or 
intended character of the general vicinity. 

 
The Project will operate without need for local services throughout its useful life, which is expected to be 
25 years, and will only require periodic maintenance provided by the owner of the site. The proposed 
Project will not include an operations and maintenance facility or sanitary service building.   
 
The Project footprint will be maintained by DG New York CS, LLC personnel. The Applicant 
understands that it is the owners’ and operators’ responsibility to maintain the facility and to ensure that 
the grounds are free of litter and debris. The Applicant also will provide grass maintenance and weed 
treatment around the proposed Project site, including the areas inside and outside the fenced area. During 
periodic maintenance and inspection of the solar energy facility, the technicians and maintenance staff 
will also ensure the fence is well-maintained.  
 
While the Applicant will maintain the Project, the facility operates independently and without the need for 
direct and daily operational staff.   
 

(6) Does not cause unsuitable effects on highway traffic and safety with adequate access to protect 
streets from undue congestion and hazard. 

 
As previously stated, the area may see a slight increase in traffic activity at the Project site during 
construction. Transportation for equipment or deliveries to be used for the proposed Project will not 
exceed the road weight allowances. Once commercial operation is achieved, traffic will be negligible, 
consisting of the occasional maintenance vehicle during servicing and maintenance of the facility. The 
solar facility’s proposed access road will be located along west side of Carr Hill Road, and maintenance 
vehicles visiting the facility will park within the fence-line and will not obstruct traffic along the road.   

Town of Cortlandville Aquifer Protection District Special Permit Conditions 
 
The Applicant has considered the submittal requirements for the Aquifer Protection District Special 
Permit noted in the Zoning Ordinance at §178-47. Application for a special permit.  These requirements 
are discussed as follows:  
 

A. The name, address and telephone number of the applicant. 
 

https://ecode360.com/8479202#8479202


The point of contact for this application is Ms. Janet Ward of NextEra Energy Resources, LLC. She 
serves as the Project Manager Development Distributed Generation. Her contact information is as 
follows: 
 
700 Universe Blvd. A1A/JB 
Juno Beach, FL 33408 
914-256-7644 Office 
 
This information also is provided in the introduction of this narrative.  
 

B. If the applicant is a corporation, the name, address and telephone number of all the 
corporate officers and directors. 

 
DG New CS, LLC is a limited liability company and not a corporation. 
 

C. A map and report showing the location of the premises for which the permit is sought and 
plans prepared by a licensed professional engineer or architect showing all features of the 
system necessary for the satisfactory conveyance, storage, distribution, use and disposal of 
sanitary wastes, stormwater wastes, process wastes, toxic substances and hazardous materials, 
solid wastes and incidental wastes within the property boundaries of the business or 
commercial establishment. 

 
Preliminary design information is provided as part of Attachments 6 (ALTA) and 7 (Preliminary Site 
Plans) of the overall Application. These attachments show the location and features necessary for the 
operation of the facility.  
 
The Project is not anticipated to require the need for addressing sanitary waste, process wastes, toxic 
substances and hazardous materials, solid wastes and incidental wastes once in operation. Construction 
materials and waste associated with these activities will be addressed in accordance with appropriate 
local, state, and federal requirements.  
 
A SWPPP will be prepared prior to construction; this document will be prepared in consideration of the 
requirements of the Town of Cortlandville zoning ordinance (§178-92 Contents of the Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan [SWPPP]). This will be prepared by a New York licensed professional engineer 
and in accordance with local and state regulations.  
 
Final designs will be submitted to the Town prior to construction and in accordance with the requirements 
of the building permit.  
 

D. Plans and protection measures for certain averages of toxic substance use. 
(1) When the use of toxic substances or hazardous materials averages an amount equal 
to or in excess of 55 liquid gallons per month or 500 pounds dry weight per month, the 
applicant must provide for any design features, operating plans, and any other 
protection measures as the Town Board deems appropriate and sufficient to prevent 
and/or monitor groundwater contamination, especially in the event of a potential leak 
or spill of these substances. 

 

https://ecode360.com/8479203#8479203
https://ecode360.com/8479204#8479204
https://ecode360.com/8479205#8479205
https://ecode360.com/8479206#8479206


(2) When the use of toxic substances or hazardous materials averages less than 55 
liquid gallons per month or 500 pounds dry weight per month, and when the project is 
determined to have a potential negative impact an groundwater quality, the Town 
Board may demand the applicant to provide for any and all design features, operating 
plans, and/or such other protection measures as per § 178-47D(1) above. 

 
For the construction of the Project, debris and waste will be disposed in accordance with local, state, and 
federal rules and regulations. During operation, the Project will not produce toxic substances or hazardous 
materials.  
 
The Applicant will prepare and provide the Building Department with a decommissioning plan prior to 
construction; if needed, this plan will address the disposal of waste. The plan will outline how the Project 
will be fully decommissioned, how the site will be returned to the pre-Project condition, what the costs of 
the decommissioning and restoration effort will be, and how the decommissioning process will be 
securely funded.  
 

E. Plans and protection measures for certain amounts of toxic substance storage. 
 

(1) When storage of toxic substances or hazardous materials at any one time is equal to 
or exceeds a total of 220 liquid gallons or a total of 2,000 pounds dry weight, the 
applicant must provide for any and all design features, operating plans, and such other 
additional protection measures as the Town Board may require to prevent and/or 
monitor groundwater contamination, especially in the event of a potential leak or spill 
of these substances. 

 
(2) When storage of toxic substances or hazardous materials at any one time is less 
than a total of 220 liquid gallons or a total of 2,000 pounds dry weight, the Town Board 
may demand the applicant to provide for any and all design features, operating plans, 
and such other additional protection measures as per § 178-47E(1) above. 

 
See answer for requirement D.   

 
F. Such other nonproprietary information as the Town Board shall request in order to have all 
facts before it prior to making their decision. 

 
The Applicant will work with the Town Board to provide necessary information to supplement the 
Application.  
 

G. Copies of any permits and applications to any other government agencies. 
 
As the Project moves forward with development, the Applicant will prepare appropriate plans, assessment 
reports, permit applications, and forms as applicable to county, state, or federal regulations. 
 

H. List of all toxic substances or hazardous materials known to be used or stored on the 
premises, together with sufficient detail to appraise the Town Board of the method of storage 
and the amount of toxic substances or hazardous materials on the premises. 

 

https://ecode360.com/8479207#8479207
https://ecode360.com/8479206#8479206
https://ecode360.com/8479208#8479208
https://ecode360.com/8479209#8479209
https://ecode360.com/8479210#8479210
https://ecode360.com/8479209#8479209
https://ecode360.com/8479211#8479211
https://ecode360.com/8479212#8479212
https://ecode360.com/8479213#8479213


The Project design does not include a storage facility. Therefore, no toxic substances or hazardous 
materials will be located on site.  
 

I. Method of disposal of toxic substances or hazardous materials. 
  
As aforementioned, waste and debris associated with construction and decommissioning will be 
addressed in accordance with local, state, and federal regulations, as appropriate.  
 

J. A full report regarding the use and storage of all toxic substances and all hazardous 
materials. 

 
As the use and storage of toxic substances and hazardous waste is not planned for the operation of the 
Project, information will be provided as appropriate for construction and decommissioning as part of the 
building permit submittal and the decommissioning plan, respectively.  

Development of the Project 
 
The Applicant looks forward to working with the Town of Cortlandville on the development of the 
proposed Project as it represents 21st century technology and is designed to integrate smoothly into the 
community and be a ‘good neighbor’ to nearby residences, while meeting the energy needs of hundreds of 
community homes through the production of a clean and renewable energy source.  

https://ecode360.com/8479214#8479214
https://ecode360.com/8479215#8479215


DG New York CS, LLC 

A NextEra Energy Resources, LLC company 
 
700 Universe Boulevard, Juno Beach, FL 33408 
 

Attachment 5 - Environmental Assessment Form 
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Full Environmental Assessment Form
Part 1 - Project and Setting 

Instructions for Completing Part 1

Part 1 is to be completed by the applicant or project sponsor.  Responses become part of the application for approval or funding,
are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification.   

Complete Part 1 based on information currently available.  If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to
any item, please answer as thoroughly as possible based on current information; indicate whether missing information does not exist, 
or is not reasonably available to the sponsor; and, when possible, generally describe work or studies which would be necessary to
update or fully develop that information.   

Applicants/sponsors must complete all items in Sections A & B.  In Sections C, D & E, most items contain an initial question that
must be answered either “Yes” or “No”. If the answer to the initial question is “Yes”, complete the sub-questions that follow.  If the 
answer to the initial question is “No”, proceed to the next question. Section F allows the project sponsor to identify and attach any 
additional information.  Section G requires the name and signature of the applicant or project sponsor to verify that the information 
contained in Part 1is accurate and complete.

A. Project and Applicant/Sponsor Information.

Name of Action or Project:  

Project Location (describe, and attach a general location map): 

Brief Description of Proposed Action (include purpose or need): 

Name of Applicant/Sponsor: Telephone:  

E-Mail:

Address:

City/PO: State: Zip Code: 

Project Contact (if not same as sponsor; give name and title/role): Telephone: 

E-Mail:

Address:

City/PO: State: Zip Code:

Property Owner  (if not same as sponsor): Telephone: 
E-Mail:

Address:

City/PO: State: Zip Code:

FEAF 2019

DG New York CS, LLC - Cortlandville III DG Solar and Energy Storage

North of I-81 N, West of Carr Hill Road, and East of Riley Road in Cortlandville, New York (see Attachment F.1 figures)

See Attachment F.2

DG New York CS, LLC
561-694-3842

mithun.vyas@nexteraenergy.com

700 Universe Blvd. A1A/JB

Juno Beach FL 33408

Janet Ward, Associate Project Manager
914-256-7644

janet.ward@nexteraenergy.com

same as sponsor

same as sponsor same as sponsor same as sponsor

Douglas Christofferson
 607-345-4921

4003 Carr Hill Road

Cortlamd NY 13045
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B. Government Approvals

B. Government Approvals, Funding, or Sponsorship. (“Funding” includes grants, loans, tax relief, and any other forms of financial
assistance.)

Government Entity If Yes: Identify Agency and Approval(s) 
Required 

Application Date 
(Actual or projected) 

a. City Counsel, Town Board, Yes  No
or Village Board of Trustees

b. City, Town or Village  Yes  No 
Planning Board or Commission

c. City, Town or  Yes  No 
Village Zoning Board of Appeals

d. Other local agencies  Yes  No 

e. County agencies  Yes  No 

f. Regional agencies  Yes  No 

g. State agencies  Yes  No 

h. Federal agencies  Yes  No 

i. Coastal Resources.
i. Is the project site within a Coastal Area, or the waterfront area of a Designated Inland Waterway? Yes  No 

ii. Is the project site located in a community with an approved Local Waterfront Revitalization Program?  Yes  No 
iii. Is the project site within a Coastal Erosion Hazard Area?  Yes  No 

C. Planning and Zoning

C.1. Planning and zoning actions.
Will administrative or legislative adoption, or amendment of a plan, local law, ordinance, rule or  regulation be the  Yes No
 only approval(s) which must be granted to enable the proposed action to proceed?  

If Yes, complete sections C, F and G.
If No, proceed to question C.2 and complete all remaining sections and questions in Part 1

C.2. Adopted land use plans.

a. Do any municipally- adopted  (city, town, village or county) comprehensive land use plan(s) include the site  Yes  No 
where the proposed action would be located?

If Yes, does the comprehensive plan include specific recommendations for the site where the proposed action  Yes  No 
would be located? 
b. Is the site of the proposed action within any local or regional special planning district (for example: Greenway;  Yes  No 

Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA); designated State or Federal heritage area; watershed management plan;
or other?)

If Yes, identify the plan(s):   
     _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. Is the proposed action located wholly or partially within an area listed in an adopted municipal open space plan,    Yes  No
or an adopted municipal farmland  protection plan?

If Yes, identify the plan(s): 
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

✔ Conditional Permit, Aquifer Prot District Special
Permit, Site Plan Review/Approval, zoning referral

✔ Same

✔

✔ Town may refer Site Plan to other local officials for
review

Undetermined

✔

✔ SPDES General Construction Permit NOI, others
undetermined
Not yet known

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

NYS Major Basins:Upper Susquehanna (per NYSDEC Environmental Resource Mapper)

✔

Ag district CORT001 (no specific adopted municipal farmland protection plan is known)
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C.3.  Zoning

a. Is the site of the proposed action located in a municipality with an adopted zoning law or ordinance.  Yes  No
If Yes, what is the zoning classification(s) including any applicable overlay district?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Is the use permitted or allowed by a special or conditional use permit?  Yes  No 

c. Is a zoning change requested as part of the proposed action?  Yes  No  
If Yes,

i. What is the proposed new zoning for the site?   ___________________________________________________________________

C.4. Existing community services.

a. In what school district is the project site located?    ________________________________________________________________

b. What police or other public protection forces serve the project site?
    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Which fire protection and emergency medical services serve the project site?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. What parks serve the project site?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Project Details

D.1. Proposed and Potential Development

a. What is the general nature of the proposed action (e.g., residential, industrial, commercial, recreational; if mixed, include all
components)?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action? _____________  acres 
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed? _____________  acres 
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties) owned

or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor? _____________  acres 

c. Is the proposed action an expansion of an existing project or use?  Yes  No 
i. If Yes, what is the approximate percentage of the proposed expansion and identify the units (e.g., acres, miles, housing units,

square feet)?    % ____________________  Units: ____________________
d. Is the proposed action a subdivision, or does it include a subdivision?  Yes  No 
If Yes,

i. Purpose or type of subdivision? (e.g., residential, industrial, commercial; if mixed, specify types)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ii. Is a cluster/conservation layout proposed?  Yes  No 
iii. Number of  lots proposed?   ________
iv. Minimum and maximum proposed lot sizes?  Minimum  __________  Maximum __________

 Yes  No 
 _____  months 

 _____ 
 _____  month  _____ year 

e. Will the proposed action be constructed in multiple phases?
i. If No, anticipated period of construction:

ii. If Yes:
Total number of phases anticipated
Anticipated commencement date of phase 1 (including demolition)
Anticipated completion date of final phase  _____  month  _____year 
Generally describe connections or relationships among phases, including any contingencies where progress of one phase may
determine timing or duration of future phases: _______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

✔

Agricultural (AG)

✔

✔

Homer Central School District

Cortland County Sheriff's Office

Cortlandville Fire Department

Baker School House State Forest, Taylor Valley State Forest, Donahue Woods State Forest, Yaman Park, Dexter Park, Crown Park, Purchase Recreation
Park

70
37

165

✔

✔

✔
4.5

industrial
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f. Does the project include new residential uses?  Yes No  
If Yes, show numbers of units proposed.

  One Family      Two Family         Three Family        Multiple Family (four or more)

Initial Phase    ___________      ___________    ____________      ________________________ 
At completion 
   of all phases       ___________      ___________    ____________   ________________________  

g. Does the proposed action include new non-residential construction (including expansions)?  Yes  No   
If Yes,

i. Total number of structures ___________
ii. Dimensions (in feet) of largest proposed structure: ________height; ________width;  and  _______ length

iii. Approximate extent of building space to be heated or cooled:  ______________________ square feet

h. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that will result in the impoundment of any    Yes  No 
liquids, such as creation of a water supply, reservoir, pond, lake, waste lagoon or other storage?

If Yes,  
i. Purpose of the impoundment:  ________________________________________________________________________________

ii. If a water impoundment, the principal source of the water:                       Ground water   Surface water streams   Other specify:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

iii. If other than water, identify the type of impounded/contained liquids and their source.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

iv. Approximate size of the proposed impoundment.    Volume: ____________ million gallons; surface area: ____________  acres 
v. Dimensions of the proposed dam or impounding structure:       ________ height; _______ length

vi. Construction method/materials  for the proposed dam or impounding structure (e.g., earth fill, rock, wood, concrete):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D.2.  Project Operations
a. Does the proposed action include any excavation, mining, or dredging, during construction, operations, or both?  Yes  No

(Not including general site preparation, grading or installation of utilities or foundations where all excavated
materials will remain onsite)

If Yes:
i .What is the purpose of the excavation or dredging?  _______________________________________________________________ 

ii. How much material (including rock, earth, sediments, etc.) is proposed to be removed from the site?
Volume (specify tons or cubic yards): ____________________________________________
Over what duration of time? ____________________________________________________

iii. Describe nature and characteristics of materials to be excavated or dredged, and plans to use, manage or dispose of them.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

iv. Will there be onsite dewatering or processing of excavated materials?  Yes  No
If yes, describe. ___________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

v. What is the total area to be dredged or excavated?  _____________________________________acres
vi. What is the maximum area to be worked at any one time? _______________________________ acres

vii. What would be the maximum depth of excavation or dredging? __________________________ feet
viii. Will the excavation require blasting?  Yes  No 
ix. Summarize site reclamation goals and plan: _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Would the proposed action cause or result in alteration of, increase or decrease in size of, or encroachment  Yes  No 
into any existing wetland, waterbody, shoreline, beach or adjacent area?

If Yes: 
i. Identify the wetland or waterbody which would be affected (by name, water index number, wetland map number or geographic

description):  ______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

✔

✔

See F.2
See F.2

0.0

✔

✔

✔

The design will avoid wetlands and waterbodies to the extent practicable. See Attachment F.3.
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ii.

iii.

Describe how the  proposed action would affect that waterbody or wetland, e.g. excavation, fill, placement of structures, or 
alteration of channels, banks and shorelines. Indicate extent of activities, alterations and additions in square feet or acres: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Will the proposed action cause or result in disturbance to bottom sediments?                             Yes No         
If Yes, describe: __________________________________________________________________________________________

iv. Will the proposed action cause or result in the destruction or removal of aquatic vegetation?  Yes  No 
If Yes:

acres of aquatic vegetation proposed to be removed:  ___________________________________________________________
 acreage of aquatic vegetation remaining after project completion:________________________________________

purpose of proposed removal (e.g. beach clearing, invasive species control, boat access):  ____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

proposed method of plant removal: ________________________________________________________________________
if chemical/herbicide treatment will be used, specify product(s): _________________________________________________

v. Describe any proposed reclamation/mitigation following disturbance: _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. Will the proposed action use, or create a new demand for water?  Yes  No 
If Yes:

i. Total anticipated water usage/demand per day:      __________________________ gallons/day
ii. Will the proposed action obtain water from an existing public water supply?  Yes  No 

If Yes:
Name of district or service area:   _________________________________________________________________________
Does the existing public water supply have capacity to serve the proposal?  Yes  No 
Is the project site in the existing district?  Yes  No 
Is expansion of the district needed?  Yes  No 
Do existing lines serve the project site?  Yes  No  

iii. Will line extension within an existing district be necessary to supply the project?  Yes  No 
If Yes:

Describe extensions or capacity expansions proposed to serve this project: ________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Source(s) of supply for the district: ________________________________________________________________________

iv. Is a new water supply district or service area proposed to be formed to serve the project site?  Yes  No 
If, Yes: 

Applicant/sponsor for new district: ________________________________________________________________________
Date application submitted or anticipated: __________________________________________________________________
Proposed source(s) of supply for new district: _______________________________________________________________

v. If a public water supply will not be used, describe plans to provide water supply for the project: ___________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

vi. If water supply will be from wells (public or private), what is the maximum pumping capacity: _______ gallons/minute.

d. Will the proposed action generate liquid wastes?  Yes  No 
If Yes: 

i. Total anticipated liquid waste generation per day:  _______________  gallons/day
ii. Nature of liquid wastes to be generated (e.g., sanitary wastewater, industrial; if combination, describe all components and

approximate volumes or proportions of each):   __________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

iii. Will the proposed action use any existing public wastewater treatment facilities?  Yes  No
If Yes:

Name of wastewater treatment plant to be used: _____________________________________________________________
Name of district:  ______________________________________________________________________________________
Does the existing wastewater treatment plant have capacity to serve the project?  Yes  No 

 Is the project site in the existing district?  Yes  No 
 Is expansion of the district needed?  Yes  No 

 See Attachment F.3.

✔

✔

✔

✔
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 Yes  No Do existing sewer lines serve the project site?
Will a line extension within an existing district be necessary to serve the project?  Yes  No 
If Yes:

Describe extensions or capacity expansions proposed to serve this project: ____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

iv. Will a new wastewater (sewage) treatment district be formed to serve the project site?  Yes  No 
If Yes:

Applicant/sponsor for new district: ____________________________________________________________________
Date application submitted or anticipated: _______________________________________________________________
What is the receiving water for the wastewater discharge? __________________________________________________

v. If public facilities will not be used, describe plans to provide wastewater treatment for the project, including specifying proposed
receiving water (name and classification if surface discharge or describe subsurface disposal plans):

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

vi. Describe any plans or designs to capture, recycle or reuse liquid waste: _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

e. Will the proposed action disturb more than one acre and create stormwater runoff, either from new point  Yes  No 
sources (i.e. ditches, pipes, swales, curbs, gutters or other concentrated flows of stormwater) or non-point
source (i.e. sheet flow) during construction or post construction?

If Yes:
i. How much impervious surface will the project create in relation to total size of project parcel?

_____ Square feet or  _____ acres (impervious surface) 
_____  Square feet or  _____ acres (parcel size) 

ii. Describe types of new point sources.  __________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

iii. Where will the stormwater runoff  be directed (i.e. on-site stormwater management facility/structures, adjacent properties,
groundwater, on-site surface water or off-site surface waters)?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If to surface waters, identify receiving water bodies or wetlands:  ________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Will stormwater runoff flow to adjacent properties?  Yes  No 

iv. Does the proposed plan minimize impervious surfaces, use pervious materials or collect and re-use stormwater?  Yes  No
f. Does the proposed action include, or will it use on-site, one or more sources of air emissions, including fuel  Yes  No 

combustion, waste incineration, or other processes or operations?
If Yes, identify: 

i. Mobile sources during project operations (e.g., heavy equipment, fleet or delivery vehicles)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ii. Stationary sources during construction (e.g., power generation, structural heating, batch plant, crushers)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

iii. Stationary sources during operations (e.g., process emissions, large boilers, electric generation)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

g. Will any air emission sources named in D.2.f (above), require a NY State Air Registration, Air Facility Permit,  Yes  No 
or Federal Clean Air Act Title IV or Title V Permit?

If Yes:
i. Is the project site located in an Air quality non-attainment area?  (Area routinely or periodically fails to meet  Yes  No 

ambient air quality standards for all or some parts of the year)
ii. In addition to emissions as calculated in the application, the project will generate:

___________Tons/year (short tons) of Carbon Dioxide (CO2)
___________Tons/year (short tons) of Nitrous Oxide (N2O)
___________Tons/year (short tons) of Perfluorocarbons (PFCs)
___________Tons/year (short tons) of Sulfur Hexafluoride (SF6)
___________Tons/year (short tons) of Carbon Dioxide equivalent of Hydroflourocarbons (HFCs)
___________Tons/year (short tons) of Hazardous Air Pollutants (HAPs)

N/A

N/A

✔

3
70

No new point sources.

Temporary runoff from construction will be discharged on-site and controlled by stormwater and sediment/erosion control best management practices.
Sheet flow from solar panels will infiltrate ground surface or be directed to existing wetland, drainage, and/or swale areas. No increase in runoff.

See Section E.2.h and Attachment F.3.

✔
✔

✔

Vehicles for occasional maintenance of facility equipment and lawn & landscaping equipment for seasonal grass cutting; also see Attachment F.4.

None

None

✔
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h. Will the proposed action generate or emit methane (including, but not limited to, sewage treatment plants,  Yes  No 
landfills, composting facilities)?

If Yes:
i. Estimate methane generation in tons/year (metric): ________________________________________________________________

ii. Describe any methane capture, control or elimination measures included in project design (e.g., combustion to generate heat or
electricity, flaring): ________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

i. Will the proposed action result in the release of air pollutants from open-air operations or processes, such as  Yes  No
quarry or landfill operations?

If Yes: Describe operations and nature of emissions (e.g., diesel exhaust, rock particulates/dust):   
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

j. Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels or generate substantial  Yes  No 
new demand for transportation facilities or services?

If Yes:
i. When is the peak traffic expected (Check all that apply):  Morning  Evening Weekend

 Randomly between hours of __________  to  ________.
ii. For commercial activities only, projected number of truck trips/day and type (e.g., semi trailers and dump trucks): _____________

iii.
iv.
v.

Parking spaces: Existing ___________________   Proposed ___________ Net increase/decrease _____________________
Does the proposed action include any shared use parking?                                                                                            Yes     No

 Yes  No vi. Are public/private transportation service(s) or facilities available within ½ mile of the proposed site?
vii Will the proposed action include access to public transportation or accommodations for use of hybrid, electric  Yes  No 

 or other alternative fueled vehicles? 
viii. Will the proposed action include plans for pedestrian or bicycle accommodations for connections to existing  Yes  No

pedestrian or bicycle routes?

k. Will the proposed action (for commercial or industrial projects only) generate new or additional demand  Yes  No 
for energy?

If Yes:
i. Estimate annual electricity demand during operation of the proposed action: ____________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Anticipated sources/suppliers of electricity for the project (e.g., on-site combustion, on-site renewable, via grid/local utility, or

other):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

iii. Will the proposed action require a new, or an upgrade, to an existing substation?  Yes  No 

l. Hours of operation.  Answer all items which apply.
i. During Construction: ii. During Operations:

Monday - Friday: _________________________ Monday - Friday: ____________________________
Saturday: ________________________________ Saturday: ___________________________________
Sunday: _________________________________ Sunday: ____________________________________
Holidays: ________________________________ Holidays: ___________________________________

If the proposed action includes any modification of existing roads, creation of new roads or change in existing access, describe:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

✔

✔

✔

✔ 7 a.m. 7 p.m.

Intermittent increased truck trips during construction for delivery of materials/supplies. No increase in traffic during operations.

Not applicable

✔

New access road to be constructed from Carr Hill Road to various parts of the solar facility for maintenance.
✔
✔

✔

✔

7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

None

24 hours
24 hours
24 hours
24 hours
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m. Will the proposed action produce noise that will exceed existing ambient noise levels during construction,  Yes  No 
operation, or both?

If yes:   
i. Provide details including sources, time of day and duration:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ii. Will the proposed action remove existing natural barriers that could act as a noise barrier or screen?  Yes  No 
 Describe: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

n. W thill prope os actioed havn e outd lighoor ting?  Yes  No  
 If yes: 
i. Describe source(s), location(s), height of fixture(s), direction/aim, and proximity to nearest occupied structures:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ii. Will proposed action remove existing natural barriers that could act as a light barrier or screen?  Yes  No
Describe: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

o. Does the proposed action have the potential to produce odors for more than one hour per day?  Yes  No
If Yes, describe possible sources, potential frequency and duration of odor emissions, and proximity to nearest
occupied structures:     ______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

p.  Yes  No Will the proposed action include any bulk storage of petroleum (combined capacity of over 1,100 gallons)
or chemical products 185 gallons in above ground storage or any amount in underground storage?

If Yes: 
i. Product(s) to be stored ______________________________________________________________________________________

ii. Volume(s) ______ per unit time ___________ (e.g., month, year)
iii. Generally, describe the proposed storage facilities:________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
q. Will the proposed action (commercial, industrial and recreational projects only) use pesticides (i.e., herbicides,   Yes   No 

insecticides) during construction or operation?
If Yes:

i. Describe proposed treatment(s):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ii. Will the proposed action use Integrated Pest Management Practices?   Yes   No 
r. Will the proposed action (commercial or industrial projects only) involve or require the management or disposal   Yes   No

of solid waste (excluding hazardous materials)?
If Yes: 

i. Describe any solid waste(s) to be generated during construction or operation of the facility:
Construction:  ____________________  tons per ________________ (unit of time)
Operation :      ____________________  tons per ________________ (unit of time)

ii. Describe any proposals for on-site minimization, recycling or reuse of materials to avoid disposal as solid waste:
Construction:  ________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Operation:  __________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

iii. Proposed disposal methods/facilities for solid waste generated on-site:
Construction:  ________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Operation:  __________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

✔

See Attachment F.5.

✔

 Approximately 7.2 acres of trees will be removed to accommodate the project. However, natural forested barriers will remain to the east,
north, and west of the project area.

✔

✔

✔

✔

No pesticide use during construction. If pesticides are used during operations, they will be used in accordance with local, state, and
federal regulations.

✔
✔

See Attachment F.6
0

See Attachment F.6.

Not applicable.

See Attachment F.6.

Not applicable.
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s. Does the proposed action include construction or modification of a solid waste management facility?   Yes    No  
If Yes:

i. Type of management or handling of waste proposed for the site (e.g., recycling or transfer station, composting, landfill, or
other disposal activities): ___________________________________________________________________________________

ii. Anticipated rate of disposal/processing:
________ Tons/month, if transfer or other non-combustion/thermal treatment, or
________ Tons/hour, if combustion or thermal treatment

iii. If landfill, anticipated site life: ________________________________ years

t. Will the proposed action at the site involve the commercial generation, treatment, storage, or disposal of hazardous  Yes  No 
waste?

If Yes: 
i. Name(s) of all hazardous wastes or constituents to be generated, handled or managed at facility: ___________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ii. Generally describe processes or activities involving hazardous wastes or constituents: ___________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

iii. Specify amount to be handled or generated  _____ tons/month
iv. Describe any proposals for on-site minimization, recycling or reuse of hazardous constituents: ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

v. Will any hazardous wastes be disposed at an existing offsite hazardous waste facility?  Yes  No  
If Yes: provide name and location of facility: _______________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
If No: describe proposed management of any hazardous wastes which will not be sent to a hazardous waste facility:    

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. Site and Setting of Proposed Action

E.1. Land uses on and surrounding the project site

a. Existing land uses.
i. Check all uses that occur on, adjoining and near the project site.

  Urban        Industrial        Commercial        Residential (suburban)        Rural (non-farm) 
  Forest        Agriculture     Aquatic        Other (specify): ____________________________________ 
ii. If mix of uses, generally describe:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Land uses and covertypes on the project site.
Land use or  
Covertype 

Current 
Acreage 

Acreage After 
Project Completion 

Change 
(Acres +/-) 

Roads, buildings, and other paved or impervious
surfaces
Forested
Meadows, grasslands or brushlands (non-
agricultural, including abandoned agricultural)
Agricultural
(includes active orchards, field, greenhouse etc.) 
Surface water features
(lakes, ponds, streams, rivers, etc.) 
Wetlands (freshwater or tidal)
Non-vegetated (bare rock, earth or fill)

Other
Describe: _______________________________ 
________________________________________ 

✔

✔

✔
✔ ✔

The project site exists primarily on agricultural and some forested land and is surrounded by similar land. A few residences exist east of the site along
Carr Hill Road.

0.0 3.0 +3.0

12 4.8 -7.2

0.1 30.3 +30.2

47.9 21.9 -26.0

0.9 0.9 0.0

9.1 9.1 0.0

0 0 0

0 0 0
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c. Is the project site presently used by members of the community for public recreation?  Yes  No 
i. If Yes: explain:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

d. Are there any facilities serving children, the elderly, people with disabilities (e.g., schools, hospitals, licensed  Yes  No 
day care centers, or group homes) within 1500 feet of the project site?

If Yes,  
i. Identify Facilities:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e. Does the project site contain an existing dam?  Yes  No 
If Yes: 

i. Dimensions of the dam and impoundment:
Dam height:    _________________________________  feet 
Dam length:    _________________________________  feet 
Surface area:    _________________________________  acres 
Volume impounded:  _______________________________ gallons OR acre-feet

ii. Dam=s existing hazard classification:  _________________________________________________________________________
iii. Provide date and summarize results of last inspection:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
   _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

f. Has the project site ever been used as a municipal, commercial or industrial solid waste management facility,  Yes  No 
or does the project site adjoin  property which is now, or was at one time, used as a solid waste management facility?

If Yes:
i. Has the facility been formally closed?  Yes   No 

If yes, cite sources/documentation: _______________________________________________________________________
ii. Describe the location of the project site relative to the boundaries of the solid waste management facility:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

iii. Describe any development constraints due to the prior solid waste activities: __________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

g. Have hazardous wastes been generated, treated and/or disposed of at the site, or does the project site adjoin  Yes  No  
property which is now or was at one time used to commercially treat, store and/or dispose of hazardous waste?

If Yes:
i. Describe waste(s) handled and waste management activities, including approximate time when activities occurred:

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

h. Potential contamination history.  Has there been a reported spill at the proposed  project site, or have any  Yes   No  
remedial actions been conducted at or adjacent to the proposed site?

If Yes: 
i. Is any portion of the site listed on the NYSDEC Spills Incidents database or Environmental Site  Yes  No 

Remediation database?  Check all that apply:
  Yes – Spills Incidents database       Provide DEC ID number(s): ________________________________ 
  Yes – Environmental Site Remediation database Provide DEC ID number(s): ________________________________ 
  Neither database 

ii. If site has been subject of RCRA corrective activities, describe control measures:_______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

iii. Is the project within 2000 feet of any site in the NYSDEC Environmental Site Remediation database?  Yes  No 
If yes, provide DEC ID number(s):  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
iv. If yes to (i), (ii) or (iii) above, describe current status of site(s):

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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v. Is the project site subject to an institutional control limiting property uses?  Yes  No  
If yes, DEC site ID number: ____________________________________________________________________________
Describe the type of institutional control (e.g., deed restriction or easement):    ____________________________________
Describe any use limitations: ___________________________________________________________________________
Describe any engineering controls: _______________________________________________________________________
Will the project affect the institutional or engineering controls in place?  Yes  No 
Explain: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E.2.  Natural Resources On or Near Project Site
a. What is the average depth to bedrock on the project site?  ________________ feet

b. Are there bedrock outcroppings on the project site?  Yes  No 
If Yes, what proportion of the site is comprised of bedrock outcroppings?  __________________%

c. Predominant soil type(s) present on project site:  ___________________________  __________% 
 ___________________________  __________% 
____________________________  __________% 

d. What is the average depth to the water table on the project site?  Average:  _________ feet

e. Drainage status of project site soils:   Well Drained: _____% of site
  Moderately Well Drained: _____% of site 
  Poorly Drained _____% of site

f. Approximate proportion of proposed action site with slopes:   0-10%: _____% of site  
  10-15%: _____% of site 
  15% or greater: _____% of site 

g. Are there any unique geologic features on the project site?  Yes  No 
 If Yes, describe: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

h. Surface water features.
i. Does any portion of the project site contain wetlands or other waterbodies (including streams, rivers,  Yes  No 

ponds or lakes)?
ii. Do any wetlands or other waterbodies adjoin the project site?  Yes  No 

If Yes to either i or ii, continue.  If No, skip to E.2.i.
iii. Are any of the wetlands or waterbodies within or adjoining the project site regulated by any federal,  Yes  No 

state or local agency?
iv. For each identified regulated wetland and waterbody on the project site, provide the following information:

Streams:  Name ____________________________________________ Classification _______________________ 
• Lakes or Ponds: Name ____________________________________________ Classification _______________________

Wetlands:  Name ____________________________________________ Approximate Size ___________________ 
• Wetland No. (if regulated by DEC) _____________________________

v. Are any of the above water bodies listed in the most recent compilation of NYS water quality-impaired  Yes  No 
waterbodies?

If yes, name of impaired water body/bodies and basis for listing as impaired: _____________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

i. Is the project site in a designated Floodway?  Yes  No 

j. Is the project site in the 100-year Floodplain?  Yes  No 

k. Is the project site in the 500-year Floodplain?  Yes  No 

l. Is the project site located over, or immediately adjoining, a primary, principal or sole source aquifer?  Yes  No 
If Yes:

i. Name of aquifer:  _________________________________________________________________________________________

> 7

✔

Willdin channery silt loam, 3-8% sl 22
Mardin channery silt loam, 2-8% sl 21
Volusia channery silt loam, 2-8% sl 13

>3

✔ 26
✔ 56
✔ 18

✔ 60
✔ 25
✔ 15

✔

✔

✔

✔

See Attachment F.3See Attachment F.3

See Attachment F.3 See Attachment F.3

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Cortland-Homer Preble SSA (per NYSDEC Environmental Resource Mapper)
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m. Identify the predominant wildlife species that occupy or use the project site:  ______________________________ 
______________________________ _______________________________ ______________________________ 
______________________________ _______________________________ ______________________________ 

n. Does the project site contain a designated significant natural community?  Yes  No 
If Yes:

i. Describe the habitat/community (composition, function, and basis for designation): _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ii. Source(s) of description  or evaluation: ________________________________________________________________________
iii. Extent of community/habitat:

Currently:    ______________________  acres 
Following completion of project as proposed:   _____________________   acres
Gain or loss (indicate + or -):  ______________________ acres 

o. Does project site contain any species of plant or animal that is listed by the federal government or NYS as    Yes  No 
endangered or threatened, or does it contain any areas identified as habitat for an endangered or threatened species?

p. Does the project site contain any species of plant or animal that is listed by NYS as rare, or as a species of  Yes  No
special concern?

q. Is the project site or adjoining area currently used for hunting, trapping, fishing or shell fishing?  Yes  No  
If yes, give a brief description of how the proposed action may affect that use: ___________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E.3.  Designated Public Resources On or Near Project Site
a. Is the project site, or any portion of it, located in a designated agricultural district certified pursuant to  Yes  No 

Agriculture and  Markets Law, Article 25-AA, Section 303 and 304?
If Yes,  provide county plus district name/number:  _________________________________________________________________  

b. Are agricultural lands consisting of highly productive soils present?  Yes  No 
i. If Yes: acreage(s) on project site?  ___________________________________________________________________________

ii. Source(s) of soil rating(s):  _________________________________________________________________________________

c. Does the project site contain all or part of, or is it substantially contiguous to, a registered National  Yes  No 
Natural Landmark?

If Yes:
i. Nature of the natural landmark:     Biological Community            Geological Feature
ii. Provide brief description of landmark, including values behind designation and approximate size/extent: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

d. Is the project site located in or does it adjoin a state listed Critical Environmental Area?  Yes  No 
If Yes:

i. CEA name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Basis for designation: _____________________________________________________________________________________

iii. Designating agency and date:  ______________________________________________________________________________

If Yes: 
i. Species and listing (endangered or threatened):______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If Yes: 
i. Species and listing:____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

white-tailed deer American toad opossum
common garter snake eastern gray squirrel eastern coyote
raccoon red-tailed hawk

✔

✔

See Attachment F.7

✔

See Attachment F.7

✔

Seasonal deer and other hunting possibly conducted on nearby forested properties. Not confirmed.

✔

CORT001

✔
66 ac

 USDA Web Soil Survey

✔

✔



Page 13 of 13 

e. Does the project site contain, or is it substantially contiguous to, a building, archaeological site, or district  Yes  No
which is listed on the National or State Register of Historic Places, or that has been determined by the Commissioner of the NYS
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for listing on the State Register of Historic Places?

If Yes:
i. Nature of historic/archaeological resource:    Archaeological Site    Historic Building or District     

ii. Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Brief description of attributes on which listing is based:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

f. Is the project site, or any portion of  it, located in or adjacent to an area designated as sensitive for  Yes  No 
archaeological sites on the NY State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory?

g. Have additional archaeological or historic site(s) or resources been identified on the project site?  Yes  No 
If Yes:

i. Describe possible resource(s):  _______________________________________________________________________________
ii. Basis for identification:   ___________________________________________________________________________________

h.  Yes  No Is the project site within fives miles of any officially designated and publicly accessible federal, state, or local
scenic or aesthetic resource?

If Yes:
i. Identify resource: _________________________________________________________________________________________

ii. Nature of, or basis for, designation (e.g., established highway overlook, state or local park, state historic trail or scenic byway,
etc.):  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

iii. Distance between project and resource: _____________________ miles.
i. Is the project site located within a designated river corridor under the Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers  Yes  No 

Program 6 NYCRR 666?
If Yes:

i. Identify the name of the river and its designation: ________________________________________________________________
ii. Is the activity consistent with development restrictions contained in 6NYCRR Part 666?  Yes  No 

F. Additional Information
Attach any additional information which may be needed to clarify your project.

If you have identified any adverse impacts which could be associated with your proposal, please describe those impacts plus any
measures which you propose to avoid or minimize them. 

G. Verification
I certify that the information provided is true to the best of my knowledge.

Applicant/Sponsor Name ___________________________________ Date_______________________________________ 

Signature________________________________________________ Title_______________________________________ Vice President

10/22/19Matthew S. Handelr Name __________________________________________________________________ __

_______ _________________________

M tth S H d l

✔

See Attachment F.8.

✔

✔

See Attachment F.8.

✔

North Country Trail

National Scenic Trail
3-5

✔

PRINT FORM
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Figure F.1
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DG New York CS, LLC 

A NextEra Energy Resources, LLC company 
 
700 Universe Boulevard, Juno Beach, FL 33408 
 

Attachment 6 - ALTA drawing 
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A NextEra Energy Resources, LLC company 
 
700 Universe Boulevard, Juno Beach, FL 33408 
 

Attachment 7 – Preliminary Site Plans 
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DG New York CS, LLC 

A NextEra Energy Resources, LLC company 
 
700 Universe Boulevard, Juno Beach, FL 33408 
 

 

Attachment 8 – Decommissioning Plan 



 
 

 

Exhibit: Decommissioning Plan 
 
 
 

The Norwich DG Solar and Energy Storage Project is designed to last 35 years. At the end of the 

project’s operation, structures and foundations will be removed and the land restored as 

detailed below.  Any Solar and Energy Storage Facility which has reached the end of its useful 

life or has been abandoned, as provided below, shall be removed by the owner or the operator 

no more than 180 days after the date of discontinued operations. The owner or operator shall 

notify the Town of Cortlandville Planning Board by certified mail of the proposed date of 

discontinued operations and plans for removal. 
 

 
A portion of the project consists of recyclable materials and the scrap value of the system will help 
offset removal costs. A financial surety bond will be secured by Fidelity or Travelers and will be set 
aside in the amount of $535,831 available to the Town of Cortlandville if DG New York CS, LLC are 
unable to commence with decommissioning activities within a reasonable period of time. A 
breakdown of this bond is provided in Table 1.  

 
Table 1: Decommissioning Tasks and Estimated Costs 
 

Tasks Estimated Costs ($) 

Remove Racking Wiring $9,221 

Remove Panels $9,188 

Dismantle Racks $46,313 

Remove Electrical Equipment $6,938 

Breakup and Remove Concrete Pads or Ballasts $5,625 

Remove Racks $29,250 

Remove Cable $24,375 

Remove Ground Screws and Power Poles $51,938 

Remove Fence $18,563 

Grading $15,000 

Seed Disturbed Areas $938 

Truck to Recycling Center  $8,438 

Current Total $225,784 

Total after 35 years (2.5% annual inflation rate)  $535,831 
 

 
Decommissioning of the Solar and Energy Storage Facility shall be implemented in accordance with 
the Decommission Plan process.  The Town of Cortlandville Planning Board shall receive a copy of the 
security document. DG New York CS, LLC will be responsible for all of the decommissioning costs 
and will list the Town of Norwich as having access to the security in the event decommissioning is 
required.  DG New York CS, LLC will retain ownership of the property owner for the life of the solar 
energy array and through decommissioning completion. 

 



 
 

Installation will be done with minimal permanent alterations to the land.  Upon removal, DG New 
York CS, LLC will restore the project site to pre-construction conditions as is reasonably practical, 
including removal of structures, foundation, and restoration of soil and vegetation.  The system will 
be dismantled and removed using minimal impact construction equipment and materials will be 
safely recycled or disposed. During the decommissioning, DG New York CS, LLC will use appropriate 
temporary construction-related erosion and sediment control best management practices (BMP). 

 

 
 

Much of the material in a project is recyclable; including glass, semiconductor material, steel, 
aluminum, copper and plastics.  The scrap value of the system will offset the removal cost. When 
the project has reached the end of its operational life, the components and parts will be 
dismantled and recycled as described below. 

 
Decommissioning requirements: 

 
DG New York CS, LLC shall: 
 

1. Obtain any permits required for the decommissioning, removal, and legal disposal of the 
system components prior to the commencement of the decommissioning activities. 

2. Remove all hazardous materials (if any) and transport them to be disposed of by licensed 
contractors at an appropriate facility in accordance with rules and regulations. 

3. Work with utility to disconnect solar array and Energy Storage System from power grid. 
4. Remove transformer, inverters switch gear, power poles and fencing. 
5. Break up concrete foundations and recycle materials. 
6. Remove modules, DC wiring, junction boxes and steel racking. 
7. Pull AC wiring from underground conduits. 
8. Excavate and remove any conduit buried less than 3’ deep. 
9. Reclaim gravel from access road. 
10. Re-grade area to an approximation of the original contours. 
11. Reseed and mulch distributed areas using a seed mix of low growing, native grasses or allow 

farm owner to re-seed. 
12. Recycle gravel, concrete, rebar, fencing, steel piers, steel racking, solar modules, copper and 

aluminum wiring, inverters, disconnects, switchgear and transformer. 
 

 
The project site may be converted to other uses in accordance with applicable land use regulations at 
the time of decommissioning.  There will be limited grading done to build the project, so limited 
grading will be required to restore the land to its original condition.  Any soil removed for 
construction purposes will be relocated on the site or used for landscaping after construction is 
complete. 
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